[Concentration of trace elements in the inferior turbinates and in the nasal septum of the human].
The trace elements in 47 inferior turbinates (concha nasalis inferior) and in the nasal septum were examined by means of synchrotron radiation, spectroscopy of characteristic x-rays, and "sub-micron elemental mapping with the Oxford scanning proton microprobe", and the results compared. Both first methods displayed an age-dependent reduction of Zn and an increase of Pb concentration. In some specimens the As concentration was very high. The disposition of all elements except Zn, As and Fe was uniform. Zn and As were concentrated on the surface of the septum and Fe in the region of vascular channels.